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Qhurch Fissiomary Intelligencer.

THE CLAIMS OF MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

IoNoraNCE prevents sympathy. We cannot feel much interested in objects of which
we know but little. There may be in a crowded town, and not far distant from
us, cases of extreme destitution; and thus one may need help, and another be
capable of rendering that help; but if ignorance interpose, how shall sympathy be
clicited? Our Missions abroad nced much help from Christian friends at home, espe-
cially in one respect—* Ye also helping together by prayer.” The husbandry is going
forward ; the labourers are at work; they go forth, often weeping, bearing precious
seed ; they are broad-casting it amongst the furrows of humanity, and, in doing so, they
are bearing the burden and heat of the day; but the rain is needed. We know how
earnestly, in eastern lands, the rain is waited for. Should this fail, the labours of the
husbandman are vain, and, instead of ficlds of waving corn, there are clouds of dust.
So, in spiritual labours, all is dependent on the blessing which comes from God. Paul
may plant, Apollos water, God giveth the increase. Nor is there unwillingness on
his part. That which we need, in promise is already ours—* He shall come down like
rain upon the mown grass, as showers that water the earth.” But the promise must be
turned into prayer, and God be honoured by humble application, on our part, for its
fulfilment : then will the blessing come, largely and abundantly, )

It is in this respect that Christian friends at home can yield .such important aid to
the Lord’s work in distant lands. While the Missionary toils and prays, they can pray
with him, although they cannot toil with him ; and their united prayer may bring down
the blessing.

Why is there not more prayer at home? Because Missionary operations are so little
known. Missionary information is essential to sympathy with the Missionary work.
The one is as the oil ; the other as the flame which it serves to feed: .« Every Mission
has its own touching details, its own features of interest. But these particulars are
known only to a limited circle. If we would have more sympathy the circle of interest
in each case must be enlarged.

One means whereby a result so desirable may be obtained is to open out the history
and working of these Missions, and afford to earnestly-minded Christians the oppor-
tunity of acquiring the necessary information. This has been our object in the old
series of the ¢ Church Missionary Intelligencer,” and this we purpose to prosecute, if
possible, with still more energy in the new series, which this Number commences.

We shall endeavour to present the information which is needed in an interesting form ;
but it must be remembered that the details are essentially spiritual in their character;
that they are a record of patient continuance in well-doing; and that, devoid as they
usually are of exciting events, they are as dissimilar as possible to the popular literature of
the day. To the mind that is without spirituality they are unattractive. This, how-
ever, is not all. It is to be feared that, even by a large circle of seriously-minded
people, they are disregarded. But surely to make themselves acquainted with the
progress of his truth in distant lands is a duty which they owo to their Lord; the
difficulties that have been overcome, and the victories which have been achieved, these
ought not to be to them matters of indifference. Where is the patriotic Englishman,
who, in the time of the Crimean war, was contented to be ignorant of its eventful
features, and who, wrapping himself up in a selfish isolation, declined either to mourn
over the sufferings to which the armies of his country were exposed, or to rejoice in
the victories which opened the way to a satisfactory and lasting peace? And shall the
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distant battle-fields, where the Lord’s truth is in conflict with the strongholds of Satan,
command no interest from those who daily plead the sin-offering of Christ before the
throne of grace, and who live upon the fulness of their great High-Priest and Saviour?
Is this his mind? Do they learn this indifference from Him? Can He approve of it ¢
or can they regard it as well pleasing in his sight ?

And do they not lose much by excluding from their sympathy the records of Mis-
sionary effort? Might not Ministers at home learn much from the experiences of Mis-
sionaries abroad, and be better fitted habitually to endure, and perseveringly to overcome
the difficulties of their home work, when they see how their brethren in heathen lands
are holding on with constant minds, amidst the greater difficulties of the foreign work ?

Let this indisposition, then, to Missionary literature, which unhappily has often
deprived the labourers afar off in Africa and India of that measure of sympathy and
prayerful help which they so much need, be overcome. Let attention be given to
Missionary details. It may be, at first, an effort, but the reluctancy will soon pass away.
Minute as such operations may sometimes seem to be, they are pervaded by the myste-
rious actings of God’s power. Like all the divine procedures, they are, in progress, slow,
in effects, permanent and lasting.

It would be indeed a cause for thankfulness if, with the commencement of a new
series, the circle of our readers might be enlarged. The Missions would reap the benefit.
There would be more sympathy, more prayer, and more blessing.

INCREASE OF THE SOCIETY’S WORK, AND THE NEED OF
AN INCREASED INCOME.
Tre Church Missionary Society, in a recent appeal to its friends and supporters, directed
their attention to the increase of its expenditure above the income, and that to such an
extent, that, at the close of the current year, it was apprehended the income would be
less than the expenditure by no less a sum than 13,6172

For some years past any inequalities which have arisen between income and expendi-
ture have been met by the Special India Fund ; but this source of supply being now
nearly exhausted, it becomes necessary to consider how, on its cessation, the income and
expenditure of the Society shall be equalized. Shall the expenditure be reduced to the
level of the income, or the income be raised to the necessities of the expenditure ?

The expenditure can be lessened only by a retrograde movement in the Mission field,
and an abandonment of the advanced positions which, in the prosecution of its great
warfare, the Society has been successful in securing. A reduced grant to a Mission
necessarily. involves a contraction of the work. If, when a Corresponding Committee at
Calcutta, or elsewhere, forwards to us a carefully prepared estimate, and we give them
less than they have stated to be absolutely requisite for the healthful progress of the
Mission, we compel them to adopt a diminished scale of expenditure and effort. In
order that this may be effected, the extremes of the Mission—its latest shoots—are
usually the parts of the Mission which are a